
PSUP Abstract Submission Guide 

What is an Abstract? 

An abstract allows readers to quickly and accurately identify the basic content of your article. It 
is an invaluable research guide because it is most often what potential readers use to decide 
whether your article is relevant for them.  

Abstracts at a Glance: 
• Condensed version of the article 
• Highlights the major points covered 
• Concisely describes the content and scope of the work 
• Helps readers decide whether to read the entire article  
• Provides readers with a preview of research 
• Contains relevant keywords for searching and indexing 

Many online databases, such as JSTOR, use both abstracts and full-text options to index articles. 
Therefore, abstracts should contain keywords and phrases that allow for easy and precise 
searching. Incorporating keywords into the abstract that a potential researcher would search for 
emphasizes the central topics of the work and gives prospective readers enough information to 
make an informed judgment about the applicability of the work.  

Writing Tips 

An abstract is a self-contained piece of writing that can be understood independently from the 
article. It must be kept brief (approximately 150–250 words) and may include these elements: 

• Statement of the problem and objectives (gap in literature on this topic) 
• Thesis statement or question 
• Summary of employed methods, viewpoint, or research approach 
• Conclusion(s) and/or implications of research 

Keep in Mind… Depending on your rhetorical strategy, an abstract need not include your entire 
conclusion, as you may want to reserve this for readers of your article. The abstract should, 
however, clearly and concisely indicate to the reader what questions will be answered in the 
article. You want to cultivate anticipation so the reader knows exactly what to expect when 
reading the article—if not the precise details of your conclusion(s).  

Do 

• Include your thesis, usually in the first 1–2 sentences 
• Provide background information placing your work in the larger body of literature 
• Use the same chronological structure as the original work 
• Follow lucid and concise prose 
• Explain the purpose of the work and methods used 



• Use keywords and phrases that quickly identify the content and focus of the work 
• Mimic the type and style of language found in the original article, including technical 

language 

Do not 

• Refer extensively to other works 
• Add information not contained in the original work 
• Define terms 
• Repeat or rephrase your title  

 
Examples 
The abstract should begin with a clear sense of the research question and thesis.  
 

“While some recent scholars claim to have refuted the relevance of stylometric analysis 
for Plato studies, new technological advances reopen the question. In this article I use two 
recently completed stylometric analyses of the Platonic corpus to show that advanced 
artificial intelligence techniques such as genetic algorithms can serve as a foundation for 
chronological assertions.”  

 
It is often useful to identify the theoretical or methodological school used to approach the thesis 
question and/or to position the article within an ongoing debate. This helps readers situate the 
article in the larger conversations of your discipline.  
 

“The debate among Watts, Koupria, and Brecker over the reliability of stylometry 
(PMLA 126.5, Fall 2009) suggests that . . .” or “Using the definition of style proposed by 
Markos (2014), I argue that . . .”  

 
Finally, briefly state the conclusion.  
 

“Through analyzing the results of Watts and Koupria’s genetic algorithmic stylometry, I 
demonstrate that they provide solutions to roadblocks previously identified in stylometric 
analyses of the Platonic corpus for the purposes of developing a reliable chronology. 
These solutions . . .”  

 


